Introduced by Council President Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Wilson, Becton and R. Gaffney: 



RESOLUTION 2017-824
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING LUALHATI “LALLY” FERRO FOR HER ACTIVISM AND LEADERSHIP IN PROMOTING UNITY AND SOLIDARITY WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Lualhati “Lally” Ferro was born on September 8, 1926 in the Philippines. With a schoolteacher as a mother, and a father who was a judge and former mayor of a town in the Philippines, Lally was destined to be a leader. At a young age, she was very popular and often requested by the elders to come and read to them. She excelled in school and transitioned into a talented young professional with high aspirations; and 
WHEREAS, in 1969, Lualhati Ferro, her husband, and two sons relocated to the United States and made Jacksonville their home. As a lawyer and CPA with a license to teach, finding employment was not difficult for Mrs. Ferro. The Jacksonville Port Authority hired her in 1970 as an accountant and she retired as the Finance Director after 21 years of dedicated service; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Ferro, one of the first active and influential Filipino leaders in the community, advocated for the identity, needs, and position of Asian Americans in Jacksonville. She was one of the founders of the Filipino American Council and the Asian American Cultural Council. Lally Ferro provided counsel to former Mayor John Delaney on various issues involving the Filipino-American and Asian-American communities. Her contributions were significant in the establishment of the Mayor’s Asian American Advisory Board (MAAAB) in 2003. Mrs. Ferro actively served two 4-year terms on MAAAB and provided leadership as the board chairman from July 2006 – June 2007; and 
WHEREAS, Lualhati Ferro’s additional community involvement included assisting with the organization of the annual World of Nations celebration, teaching accounting to adult students through community education courses, and participating as a courtroom interpreter. Mrs. Ferro continues to be well-respected and valued in the community for her tireless efforts to improve intercultural relations; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes Lualhati “Lally” Ferro for her service and devotion to bridging the gap to allow the Asian and Filipino residents of Jacksonville to be civically engaged and celebrated as important contributors to our community. It is our wish that Lally Ferro’s cultural pride continues through many generations to come in keeping alive their values and traditions.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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